
From: Moira Cherrett 
Sent: Sunday, July 19, 2015 5:28 PM 
To: rj.gonefishing@shaw.ca 
Subject: Fwd: Laurie Burris, Canadian Forestry Corps 
 
Dear Bob 
My name is Sheena McIver and we have been in touch recently regarding my father Laurie Burris (Canadian 
Forestry Corps). I see that you posted the pictures on your site that I sent to you and the updated information.  
Since that time we have learned that our father has a son who was born in Scotland during the war in July of 1942.  
I was actually in touch with you when we received this news but did not mention it until it was confirmed.  
 
So here is the story.  
 

   In March of this year (Easter Sunday to be exact) my sister, Moira Burris-Cherrett received a call from Grace 
Nessibit  who is a genealogist with an organization called Canadian Roots.UK. This organization had been 

contacted by James Thorton who was searching for his Canadian biological father. 
   James thought his biological father's name was Laurel Baris and that he was a lumberjack with the 15 Company. 
   James was born to a single women who was living in Brechin at the time. When she became pregnant she 
returned home to her parents who lived in Fraserburg. The baby (James), was adopted by her parents. So with this 
little bit of information James started his search for his Canadian father in 1995 but was not successful with his 
search. He decided to try once again in February of this year (2015) hoping to find something. He found the site 
that is dedicated solely to finding birth fathers of British children born during WW2 and that is how we were 
found.  
   We exchanged emails and pictures in March and Skyped as well. There was no doubt that he was a Burris 
because he looks just like my brother and sister and has many Burris traits.  
   My sister, Moira and I flew to Scotland on May 2 and met James and his wife, Sandra. We had an instant bond 
with this Scottish brother and we spent our time getting to know him and to love him...and Sandra. 
   We accepted this as a wonderful gift and we cannot believe how fortunate we are to have been united with him.  
Here are a few pics of our visit with James in Scotland.  
 

 
This is the photo album that we put together and gave to James upon meeting him. 



 
This is Jim looking at the album.  

 
This is me with James. 

 
This is my sister, Moira with James 



 
A picture of our guide, his name is Alasdair MacKenzie on Muir of Ord 

 
   During this time the BBC learned of the story and did a segment on their show called Family Finders. 
This told the story of James and our first cousin, Kate, (on the Burris side) who lives close by. Kate's 
father (Laurie's younger brother, Walter) was also a Canadian soldier who married a girl from Glasgow. 
That is another story on its own and I am sure that she would be willing to share her story with you 
about her father as well. 
   Another interesting part of this story is that while Moira and I were visiting Scotland we went to the 
towns of Beauly and Muir of  Ord to try to find the site of the camps where our father had been posted. 
We stopped at the post office located on the Main Street and asked for help locating these places. They 
called an elderly gentleman who lived close-by. He had been the postman for 60 years (he is currently 
82 years old). He could remember all of the sites even though he had been a young boy during the war 
years. He took us on a tour and was able to show us the estate where the camp had been and the 
location of the many buildings that had been built and occupied for the Canadian Forestry Corp.  Here is 
a picture of Moira and I with him...such a pleasure to meet this very kind man. 
 
I am sure, Bob, that you will enjoy this story.  
Kindest Regards, 
Sheena McIver 
Moira Cherrett 
 

 


